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UM LIBRARY CELEBRATES OPENING OF POETRY CORNER 
MISSOULA—
The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library at The University of Montana will officially 
open its Poetry Comer during a ceremony and reading at 4 p.m. Thursday, April 13.
The event to celebrate April as National Poetry Month will take place on the library’s 
fifth floor and is free and open to the public.
Sandra Alcosser, Montana’s poet laureate; Karen Volkman, assistant professor of English 
at the University; and UM students Elizabeth Sanger and Matt Stevens will be featured readers at 
the ceremony.
Through funding from private gifts, the northwest comer of the fifth floor was remodeled 
to create a dedicated space to house the library’s extensive poetry collection and to provide an 
inviting place for contemplative study.
Study of poetry is a vital component of the University’s Creative Writing Program, one of 
the nation’s oldest and most highly regarded programs of its kind.
The new Poetry Comer will house donations from the libraries of poet Madeleine 
DeFrees and the late James Welch, a popular Missoula writer, as well as the Mansfield Library’s 
creative writing journal collection.
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“The opening of the Poetry Comer holds promise to become a living testament that 
demonstrates the ongoing interest and devotion of our generous donors and the concerted efforts 
of the library staff,” said Erling Oelz, interim dean of the Mansfield Library. “We are pleased to 
provide the University with an area that showcases its wonderful poetry collection, while also 
enhancing the educational experiences for students across campus.”
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